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1 . Claims 1-24 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 30, 2001 has 
been considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 6-8 and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
use of the terms "most likely high" and "about 8:00 AM" are not definite. Consider use 
of alternate language (i.e. peak time, off peak time). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hunter 
(US PGPUB 20030133692). 

As to claim 14, Hunter teaches a system for downloading at least one multimedia 
content file to a plurality of user computers via a communication network, the system 
comprising: (Abstract, 0013, 0019) 

a) a processor coupled to the communication network, the processor being 
configured to process a plurality of purchase requests from a plurality of user computers 
from the network, each purchase request comprising a request to download at least one 
multimedia content file to a user computer at a user-selected time; (0013, 0018, 0019, 
0033, 0057) 

b) a storage device coupled to the processor, the storage device being 
configured to store at least one multimedia content file; (0033,0056) 

c) and at least one timer coupled to the processor, wherein the processor is 
configured to use the timer to download at least one multimedia content file to a user 
computer at a user-selected time in response to a purchase request from the user 
computer. . (0046, 0065, 0084) 

As to claim 15, Hunter teaches a system of claim 14, wherein at least one 
multimedia content file comprises a motion picture. (Abstract, 0013) 

As to claim 16, Hunter teaches a system of claim 14, wherein at least one 
multimedia content file comprises a music compilation. (0105) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hunter (US PGPUB 20030133692). 

As to claim 1 7, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to appreciate at least one multimedia file comprising a 
game given the size, video, and audio capabilities of multimedia files that have been 
taught by Hunter. 

As to claim 1 8, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to appreciate the size of multimedia files and especially 
movies to be over 100 megabytes in size as taught by Hunter. Furthermore, Hunter 
teaches multimedia files being in compressed and uncompressed modes. 

Claims 1-13 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hunter (US PGPUB 20030133692) further in view of Cochran (US 
Patent 5768581). 

Hunter teaches an audio/video distribution system in which a consumer chooses 
titles with associated times for downloading files utilizing a GUI with simplified controls 
that provide selections by title, type, category, etc. via a communications network. The 
files may then be played at any time desired by the consumer, with the files being 
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stored on the consumer system. The content providers may change pricing of the 
products at any time to optimize price vs. consumer demand. This includes offering of 
pricing specials or incentives. Hunter also discloses and increased income base for 
supporting provider services and the utilization of lower cost, off-peak time for 
transmission of a significant portion of the movies. Furthermore, Hunter discloses a 
method for periodically communicating with each customer household to provide 
information on available movies and when they will be transmitted, along with pricing 
information. The disclosed invention further contains time-based security codes for 
downloading the files using peripheral devices such as a clock that are common in CPU 
devices. However, Hunter does not explicitly indicate a multimedia file being associated 
with a user-selected time and a user-selected price. 

Cochran teaches a method for selecting records from a computer database by 
repeatedly displaying search terms from multiple list identifiers before either a list 
identifier or a search term is selected. This method allows the efficient search of large 
databases. It further saves computer resources especially on-line transmission 
resources, and makes searching more accurate and user-friendly. "It is a particular 
object of the invention to enable a user to view different lists of choices, or search 
terms, that are available in a unique search situation. The lists may be viewed prior to 
make a selection that would otherwise reduce the database to a subset of records. 
Even when the database is complex, users can see choices in multiple indexes and 
make fine discriminations that they might not recognize as possible if they had 
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otherwise not been able to view the available choices." (col 4, lines 15-25) These 
choices include names and prices, (col 2, lines 26-29) 

As to claim 1 , Hunter teaches a system for downloading at least one multimedia 
content file to a plurality of user computers via a communication network, the system 
comprising: (Abstract, 0013, 0019) 

a) a processor coupled to the communication network, the processor being 
configured to process a plurality of purchase requests from a plurality of user computers 
from the network, each purchase request comprising a request to download at least one 
multimedia content file to a user computer at a user-selected time with a user-selected 
price; (0013, 0018, 0019, 0033, 0057) 

b) a storage device coupled to the processor, the storage device being 
configured to store at least one multimedia content file; (0033,0056) 

c) and at least one timer coupled to the processor, wherein the processor is 
configured to use the timer to download at least one multimedia content file to a user 
computer at a user-selected time in response to a purchase request from the user 
computer. (0046, 0065, 0084) 

With respect to the specific limitation "each purchase request comprising a 
request to download ... at a user-selected time with a user-selected price", Hunter does 
not explicitly indicate a multimedia file being associated with a user-selected time and a 
user-selected price for each purchase request. 
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Cochran does teach a searching method in which a consumer can 
simultaneously select multiple indices such as prices and times, (col 2, 26-29; col 4, 15- 
25) 

With respect to claim 1, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Cochran 
into those of Hunter to make the system more efficient search of the file database and 
to make searching/requesting more accurate and user-friendly. (Cochran Abstract) 

Claim 23 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 1 for being a system 
performing essentially the same task. 

As to claim 2, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to appreciate the size of multimedia files and especially 
movies to be over 100 megabytes in size as taught by Hunter. Furthermore, Hunter 
teaches multimedia files being in compressed and uncompressed modes. 

As to claim 3, Hunter teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein at least one 
multimedia content file comprises a motion picture. (Abstract, 0013) 

As to claim 4, Hunter teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein at least one 
multimedia content file comprises a music compilation. (0105) 

As to claim 5, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to appreciate at least one multimedia file comprising a 
game given the size, video, and audio capabilities of multimedia files that have been 
taught by Hunter. 



Application/Control Number: 09/822,685 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2155 

As to claim 6, Hunter teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein the system is 
configured to provide access to a user computer of a list from the processor, the list 
comprising: (0064, 0083) 

a plurality of titles of multimedia content files stored in the storage device; (0050, 

0083) 

and at least a first user-selectable time and a second user-selectable time for 
downloading a multimedia content file from the storage device to a user computer, the 
first user-selectable time corresponding to a time when network bandwidth usage is 
most likely high, the second user-selectable time corresponding to a time when network 
bandwidth usage is most likely low, wherein the first user-selectable price is greater 
than the second user-selectable price. (0050, 0047, 0039, 0033, 0086, 0093, 0099, 
0102) 

With respect to the limitation, "the first user-selectable time being associated with 
a first user-selectable price" and "the second user-selectable time being associated with 
a second user-selectable price", although Hunter does teach that content providers can 
change pricing at any time to optimize price vs. consumer demand and that content 
providers can offer pricing specials or incentives, Hunter does not explicitly indicate a 
user-selected time being associated with a user-selected price. (0014, 0015) 

Cochran, however, teaches a searching method in which a consumer can 
simultaneously select multiple indices such as prices and times, (col 2, 26-29; col 4, 15- 
25) 
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With respect to claim 6, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Cochran 
into those of Hunter to make the system more efficient search of the file database and 
to make searching/requesting more accurate and user-friendly.(Cochran Abstract) 

As to claim 7, Hunter teaches a system of claim 6, wherein the first user-selected 
time is between about 8:00 AM and about 9:00 PM. (0093, 0099, 0102) 

As to claim 8, Hunter teaches a system of claim 6, wherein the second user- 
selected time is between about 1:00 AM and about 7:00 AM. (0086) 

As to claim 9, Hunter teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein the processor is 
further configured to send offers periodically to a plurality of user computers, each offer 
comprising a title of at least one multimedia content file stored in the storage device and 
a plurality of user-selectable times for downloading the content file, each user-selected 
time being associated with a different price. (0033, 0083) 

As to claim 1 0, Hunter teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein the processor is 
further configured to send offers to a plurality of user computers, each offer comprising 
a title of at least one new multimedia content file stored in the storage device and a 
plurality of user-selectable times for downloading the content file, each user-selected 
time being associated with a different price. (0033, 0083) 

As to claim 1 1 , Hunter teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein at least one user 
computer comprises a wireless modem configured to communicate wirelessly with a 
mobile switching office, the mobile switching office being configured to communicate 
with the processor. (0013, 0017, 0039) 
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As to claim 12, Hunter teaches a system of claim 1, wherein the communication 
network comprises at least one wireless communication portion. (0013, 0017, 0039) 

As to claim 13, Hunter teaches a system of claim 1 , wherein the processor is 
configured to monitor a level of bandwidth usage of the network and adjust a scheduled 
download time to a time when bandwidth usage is below a pre-determined level. (0041, 
0042, 0086) 

As to claim 19, Hunter teaches a method of downloading at least one multimedia 
content file to a plurality of user computers via a communication network, the method 
comprising: (abstract, 013, 0019) 

a) receiving a purchase request from a user computer via the network, the 
purchase request comprising a request to download at least one multimedia content file 
stored in a storage device to the user computer at a user-selected time with a user- 
selected price;(0014, 0047, 0055, 0083, 0097) 

b) and downloading the requested multimedia content file to the user computer at 
the user-selected time in response to the purchase request from the user computer. 
(0097) 

With respect to the specific limitation "a purchase request comprising a request 
to download ... at a user-selected time with a user-selected price", Hunter does not 
explicitly indicate a multimedia file being associated with a user-selected time and a 
user-selected price for each purchase request. 
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Cochran does teach a searching method in which a consumer can 
simultaneously select multiple indices such as prices and times, (col 2, 26-29; col 4, 15- 
25) 

With respect to claim 19, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Cochran 
into those of Hunter to make the system more efficient search of the file database and 
to make searching/requesting more accurate and user-friendly. (Cochran Abstract) 

As to claim 20, Hunter teaches a method of claim 19, further comprising charging 
the purchase price to a financial account associated with the user. (0018, 0064, 0069) 

As to claim 21 , Hunter teaches a method of claim 19, further comprising 
determining whether a user is authorized to purchase a content file. (0060-0068) 

As to claim 22, Hunter teaches a method of claim 19, further comprising 
providing a list to the user computer, the list comprising: (0083) 

a) a plurality of titles of multimedia content files stored in the storage 
device;(0083) 

b) and at least a first user-selectable time and a second user-selectable time for 
downloading a multimedia content file from the storage device to a user computer, the 
first user-selectable time corresponding to a time when network bandwidth usage is 
most likely high, the second user-selectable time corresponding to a time when network 
bandwidth usage is most likely low, the first user-selectable time being associated with 
a first user-selectable price, and the second user-selectable time being associated with 
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a second user-selectable price, wherein the first user-selectable price is greater than 
the second user-selectable price. (0050, 0047, 0039, 0033, 0086, 0093, 0099, 0102) 

With respect to the limitation, "the first user-selectable time being associated with 
a first user-selectable price" and "the second user-selectable time being associated with 
a second user-selectable price", although Hunter does teach that content providers can 
change pricing at any time to optimize price vs. consumer demand and that content 
providers can offer pricing specials or incentives, Hunter does not explicitly indicate a 
user-selected time being associated with a user-selected price. (0014, 0015) 

Cochran, however, teaches a searching method in which a consumer can 
simultaneously select multiple indices such as prices and times, (col 2, 26-29; col 4, 15- 
25) 

With respect to claim 22, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Cochran 
into those of Hunter to make the system more efficient search of the file database and 
to make searching/requesting more accurate and user-friendly.(Cochran Abstract 

As to claim 24, Hunter teaches a method of downloading at least one multimedia 
content file to a plurality of user computers via a communication network, the method 
comprising: (abstract, 0013, 0019) 

a) receiving a purchase request from a user computer via the network, the 
purchase request comprising a request to download at least one multimedia content file 
stored in a storing means to the user computer at a user-selected time with a user- 
selected price;(0014, 0047, 0055, 0083, 0097) 
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b) and downloading the requested multimedia content file to the user computer at 
the user-selected time in response to the purchase request from the user computer. 
(0097) 

With respect to the specific limitation "a purchase request comprising a request 
to download ... at a user-selected time with a user-selected price", Hunter does not 
explicitly indicate a multimedia file being associated with a user-selected time and a 
user-selected price for each purchase request. 

Cochran does teach a searching method in which a consumer can 
simultaneously select multiple indices such as prices and times, (col 2, 26-29; col 4, 15- 
25) 

With respect to claim 24, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Cochran 
into those of Hunter to make the system more efficient search of the file database and 
to make searching/requesting more accurate and user-friendly. (Cochran Abstract) 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M Nawaz whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0094. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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